Commentary

the subject of his wife's death makes it obvious to Harry-
that that is their main preoccupation. They have 'conspired
to invent' a Harry as 'unchanged' as Wishwood, a Harry
coming home as if for the holidays. Compare Gerald's well-
meaning but fatuous suggestion in I. i. 139-40. But there
is no longer any such person as that sort of Harry.
Line 293. Only events: not what has happened.

They can understand the mere event of Harry's wife's
death; this in itself is completely unimportant; everyone
has to die sooner or later. But what has happened is the
coming into operation of the curse on the family, initiated
so long ago, and now at last manifested to Harry as his
pursuit by presences of a supernatural order. That is what
has importance for him; but people who have no exper-
ience of a supernatural reality cannot be expected to see
how trivial the doings of drawing-rooms and the ordinary
world of births, deaths and marriages are to a man
suddenly involved in 'the perpetual struggle of Good and
Evil.'
Line 304. Never woken to the nightmare

The nightmare of personal spiritual guilt in a corrupted
world in which Harry sees no sign of redemption.
Line 307. Inaccessible to the plumbers

The moral stench of the corrupted world cannot be
dealt with by the practical sort of means the Aunts and
Uncles understand: *We understand the ordinary business
of living.. .we are insured against fire... Against defective
plumbing, but not against the act of God.' (II. ill. 282-8).
Line 31LI am the old house

Harry is speaking in symbols, trying to convey to his
hearers the nightmarish experience to which he has awoken
in images that they could be thought able to understand.
He pictures an old house (as it might be Wishwood) with
drains that make it stink (but which no plumber can put
right), in which you awake in the early hours, conscious of
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